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Learning Outcomes

• 1. Respect diverse cultural perspectives 

• 2. Address and critically examine social and 

cultural implications of research 

• 3. Be aware of debate and dilemmas regarding a 

universality view of research ethics

• 4. Be able to discuss contextual factors 

associated with all aspects of research ethics
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Basic principles
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Primum non nocere

First, Do No Harm

Do good

Minimise harm

Justice

Fairness

Dignity

Autonomy



Do no harm

Lack of contexual 

understanding or 

consideration can 

cause harm 
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Contextual considersations 

are important in all areas of 

research ethics
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Universal research ethics?

• Universalism

• Relativism

• Situated ethics

• Diversity

• Ethics education and training
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“If dignity is to have any meaning at all, it must honor the perspective 

of those affected…”

Consider the perspective of one Rwandan informant talking to writer Andrew 
Solomon:

We had a lot of trouble with Western mental health workers who came here immediately after the 
genocide and we had to ask some of them to leave. They came and their practice did not involve 
being outside in the sun where you begin to feel better. There was no music or drumming to get 
your blood flowing again. There was no sense that everyone had taken the day off so that the 
entire community could come together to try to lift you up and bring you back to joy. There was 
no acknowledgement of the depression as something invasive and external that could actually 
be cast out again. In stead, they would take people one at a time into these dingy little rooms and 
have them sit around for an hour or so and talk about bad things that had happened to them. We 
had to ask them to leave.

Dyer, A. (2019). Global mental health: Ethical principles and practices. George 
Washington University Department of Psychiatry Grand Rounds, November 21, 
2019



The TRUST Code
A Global Code of Conduct for Equitable 
Research Partnerships

Home - The TRUST Code TRUST (2018) The TRUST Code 

– A Global Code of Conduct for Equitable Research Partnerships, DOI: https://doi.org/10.48508/GCC/2018.05
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https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/
https://doi.org/10.48508/GCC/2018.05




EXAMPLE: 

The San Code - The TRUST Code

• The San Code of Research Ethics was launched in 

Cape Town in March 2017, more than a year earlier 

than the TRUST Code. It was the first time that an 

indigenous group in Africa had launched their own 

ethics code.

16.12.2024

https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/affiliated-codes/
https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/affiliated-codes/
https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/San-Code-of-RESEARCH-Ethics-Booklet_English.pdf


https://youtu.be/b4FgXnLKs_0

• RESPECT

• HONESTY

• JUSTICE 

• FAIRNESS

• CARE

• PROCESS
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San-Code-of-RESEARCH-Ethics-Booklet_English.pdf
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https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/San-Code-of-RESEARCH-Ethics-Booklet_English.pdf


San-Code-of-RESEARCH-Ethics-Booklet_English.pdf
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https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/San-Code-of-RESEARCH-Ethics-Booklet_English.pdf


San-Code-of-RESEARCH-Ethics-Booklet_English.pdf

https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/San-Code-of-RESEARCH-Ethics-Booklet_English.pdf


EXAMPLE: Cultural Considerations and Awareness is 

crucial in identifying and managing mental health 

conditions



For consideration

• Consider ethical merit from both a contextual (local) 

and a technical/scientific perspective, e.g. design 

and method

• Show how explanation and justification of the topic 

and  methods are adapted to local context

• Language and terms (e.g. childhood)

• Show how contextual norms have been addressed

• Informed consent should be contextually appropriate 

while maintaining ethical standard

• Consider issues of individual/community, gender, 

religion, age, sensitivity, historical, stigma 
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